8 C.F.R. § 214.2(f)(7) — Students in colleges, universities, seminaries, conservatories,
academic high schools, elementary schools, other academic institutions, and in language
training programs

(7) Extension of stay --

(1) General . An F-1 student who is admitted for duration of status is not required to apply for
extension of stay as long as the student is maintaining status and making normal progress toward
completion of his or her educational objective. An F-1 student who is currently maintaining
status and making normal progress toward completing his or her educational objective, but who
is unable to complete his or her course of study by the program end date on the Form 1-20, must
apply prior to the program end date for a program extension pursuant to paragraph (f)(7)(iii) of
this section. (Paragraph (f)(7) revised effective 1/1/03; 67 FR 76256 )(Amended 8/27/02; 67 FR
54941)

(ii) Report date and program completion date on Form 1-20 . When determining the report date
on the Form 1-20, the DSO may choose a reasonable date to accommodate a student's need to be
in attendance for required activities at the school prior to the actual start of classes. Such required
activities may include, but are not limited to, research projects and orientation sessions. However,
for purposes of employment, the DSO may not indicate a report date more than 30 days prior to
the start of classes. When determining the program completion date on Form 1-20, the DSO
should make a reasonable estimate based upon the time an average student would need to
complete a similar program in the same discipline.

(iii) Program extension for students in lawful status . An F-1 student who is unable to meet the
program completion date on the Form 1-20 may be granted an extension by the DSO if the DSO
certifies that the student has continually maintained status and that the delays are caused by
compelling academic or medical reasons, such as changes of major or research topics,
unexpected research problems, or documented illnesses. Delays caused by academic probation or
suspension are not acceptable reasons for program extensions. A DSO may not grant an
extension if the student did not apply for an extension until after the program end date noted on
the Form 1-20. An F-1 student who is unable to complete the educational program within the
time listed on Form 1-20 and who is ineligible for program extension pursuant to this paragraph
(H(7) is considered out of status. If eligible, the student may apply for reinstatement under the
provisions of paragraph (f)(16) of this section.

(iv) Notification . Upon granting a program extension, a DSO at a non-SEVIS school must
immediately submit notification to the Service's data processing center using Form 1-538 and the
top page of Form I-20A-B showing the new program completion date. For a school enrolled in
SEVIS, a DSO may grant a program extension only by updating SEVIS and issuing a new Form
I-20 reflecting the current program end date. A DSO may grant an extension any time prior to the
program end date listed on the student's original Form 1-20.
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